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By Rep. Don Young

My fellow Alaskans, this year in Congress we have
been busy working on a variety of issues to ensure
that Alaskan businesses stay strong and prosperous.
As chairman of the Transportation Committee, as well
as ranking member on the Resources Committee, and
Homeland Security Committee, I have been in a good
position to continuously work for Alaskans.  

In this Congress I have been a part of many key
votes that will work toward the betterment of our
small business community. Bills such as the Small
Business Health Fairness Act of 2005, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Small Employer Access to
Justice Act, the Occupational Safety and Health
Small Business Day in Court Act, and the Perma-
nent Estate Tax Relief Act of 2006 are just a small
sampling of legislation that I supported and that
passed the House this past Congress in an effort to
help our nation’s small businesses. In the 109th
Congress, I was a recipient of the NFIB Guardian of

Small Business award, in a testament to my strong
support of Alaskan small business.

I also worked very diligently this year with other
members of Congress in support of Alaska Native
corporation and tribal participation in the Small
Business Administrations 8(a) program, which will
help businesses owned and operated by socially
and economically disadvantaged individuals. On
June 21, 2006, I had the opportunity to testify
before the Small Business Committee and the Gov-
ernment Reform Committee at a joint hearing as an
advocate of the 8(a) program. Alaska Native corpo-
ration contracting is good for the government, it’s
good for Alaska Natives, it is good for small busi-
ness, and it is good for the state of Alaska.  

Small business is a very important part of the
Alaskan economy, and I will continue to work tire-
lessly in the 110th Congress to ensure that they are
properly taken care of. I look forward to the future,
and to the opportunity to continuously serve my
fellow Alaskans.    

Congressional correspondence

By Sen. Lisa Murkowski 

It has been an honor to serve you in the 109th Congress.
As this session comes to a close, let us take the time not
only to reflect upon past accomplishments, but to look for-
ward to new successes. With the changes that occurred in
the recent elections, we have an opportunity now to position
ourselves to take advantage of this new political landscape.  

The 110th Congress will be a new experience for me as a
legislator as it marks the first time in my career that I will be
a member of the minority party. While this may provide a
different challenge for me and the Alaska delegation, we will
continue to work in a bipartisan manner to provide for the
needs of our state. I look forward to the upcoming session
and in finding new ways to work with my colleagues in both
parties of the Senate to move our legislative agenda forward.

One area that I believe we can make significant
progress is in alternative energy development. Congress
must continue to find ways to secure our energy independ-
ence and increase domestic production. While the change
in leadership may require us in Alaska to look beyond our
first priority to accomplish this – namely opening the
coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to
responsible development – we know our state will still be a
significant part of the solution. 

Alaska has more than oil on the North Slope to provide
energy for our residents and the rest of the nation. We are

the Saudi Arabia of coal, and I will continue to promote
investments in new clean coal technologies to find ways to
bring this resource to market. Additionally, Alaska is rich
in sources of renewable energy. From the wind in the west
to our tremendous tides in Southcentral, to our geothermal
springs throughout the state, Alaska has potential to be a
leader in alternative energy development.

I will work with my colleagues in the Energy and Natur-
al Resources Committee to invest in the technologies neces-
sary to make the breakthroughs needed in alternative ener-
gy development and build upon the success of the Energy
Policy Act that we passed in 2005. This can help Alaska in
two ways. First it can help our state grow our resource-based
economy by developing new markets for coal. Second, we
can begin to bring relief to rural parts of the state that are
dependent upon a single source of energy and help commu-
nities provide for their energy needs locally.

Beyond increased energy development, my priorities for
next year include making health care more affordable and
accessible, making No Child Left Behind work better for
Alaskan educators and students, and exploring new mar-
kets and partnerships for Alaskan products internationally.  

I look forward to working with members of the chamber of
commerce in the upcoming congressional session. As always,
I welcome your feedback and encourage you to contact me
with your ideas and concerns. Together, we can ensure that
Alaska is the best place to live, work and raise a family.

By Sen. Ted Stevens

In January we begin the 110th Congress, which will mark
the seventh time party control has changed during my tenure
in the Senate. 

For 20 of my first 26 years in the Senate, I was a member
of the minority party, and those years are the source of some of
my proudest accomplishments and fondest memories. I forged
lifelong friendships with colleagues across the aisle, including
Sen. Dan Inouye, a man I am fortunate to call my brother, and
the late Sen. Warren Magnuson, a man I was honored to have
call me son. Those Congresses were also responsible for legis-
lation critically important to our young state – landmark
measures like the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, the
Trans-Alaska Pipeline Authorization Act, and the Magnuson
Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

It is my hope that in 2007 we will return to a time when
senators were not afraid to work with their colleagues across
the aisle. Despite reports to the contrary, I believe the spirit of
bipartisanship is alive and well among many members of the
Senate, and I intend to continue my long-standing practice of
working with any colleague who can help us do what is right
for Alaska. When the Senate reconvenes in January, Sen.
Inouye and I will continue to approach the work of the Sen-
ate’s Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee and
the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee as co-chairmen.  

In the past year, I have spoken often of the need to devel-
op a climate for investment in our state. Going forward, two
of Alaska’s most important assets – our strategic location

and tremendous resource potential – will depend on our
ability to build this climate and attract investment from pri-
vate companies and the federal government.  

As we reduce the number of American troops in the Middle
East and around the world, I believe a greater proportion of these
forces will be stationed at home. Alaska must position itself at
the forefront of this shift by demonstrating a willingness and abil-
ity to support larger deployments for extended periods of time. 

We have a long-honored tradition of being good neighbors
to the military personnel stationed throughout our state,
many of whom are far from home. We need to let them know
we appreciate their commitment to our nation’s security and
value their contributions to the state of Alaska.

It is also clear our nation faces an energy crisis, and our
state will play a key role in its resolution. Developing our oil
and gas resources will help stabilize energy prices, spur eco-
nomic growth, and strengthen our national security. Alaska is
at the forefront of alternative and renewable resource devel-
opment, and we must promote the development of this poten-
tial to achieve energy independence and new clean fuels.  

Alaska’s opportunities are America’s needs. It is difficult to
predict when we will have the votes to pursue all of them, but we
must begin laying the foundation for each of them now. At the fed-
eral level, Lisa, Don and I are educating our colleagues in Con-
gress and those in the administration about our state’s unique
challenges and opportunities. In 2007, we will continue to work
together to ensure Alaska’s interests are reflected in the legislation
passed by Congress. In doing so, we hope to help write the next
chapter of our history – one that secures the future of our state. 

Alaska’s resources, strategic location vital to nation

Alaska can lead in alternative energy development

Small business has a voice in Washington, D.C.




